URR DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD

Minutes of Board Meeting held at 
The Maxwell Arms, Dalbeattie 

at 7pm on Tuesday 7th February 2023
Present:

W. Levi-Marshall (Chairman)
A. Ferguson



K Irving



J. Biggar



J. Seed



W G N Gourlay (Clerk)
1.
Apologies

M. Emkes


Not present: M. Law.

2.
Minutes of the Board meeting of 1st November 2022

The minutes had previously been circulated, but were reviewed, agreed as correct and signed by the Chairman.
3. 
Matters Arising
The Clerk confirmed that collection of K. Gibson’s debt was still ongoing and nothing has been heard from the Mediator.
J. Seed reported that the application for Windfarm funding of £45,000 over 3 years for habitat works on the river upstream of Glaisters Bridge had been successful.  

Blackmead Forestry Ltd had agreed to provide and plant the trees within their property at no cost to the Board.  The Corsock Community had been successful in obtaining funding from Inspiring Scotland of £2,700 again for riparian planting for temperature mitigation.  This enables the work to be taken on down river from Glaisters Bridge to Corsock Bridge.  J. Seed is in contact with the various proprietors.

The Chairman tabled a further draft of the notice of contacts for reporting to be displayed.  After discussion further revisions were agreed including the ability to connect to the Board web pages. 

4.
Accounts for the Year to 31st October 2022

The Clerk tabled the accounts which had been independently audited.  A break even position had been budgeted, and in the result there was a surplus of £154.96.  The Reserves at 31st October stood at £5,136.33 with cash of £3,083.23 in the bank. 
The meeting queried:

(a) Room hire costs.  It was agreed that the AGM would be held in 2023 at the Maxwell Arms, but subsequent meetings could take place either at Knockvennie or Corsock Hall.  (Corsock is a better space than Knockvennie.  The back room costs £5 plus electricity, space for 10 people.  The main hall costs £10 plus electricity). 
(b) Advertising.  The Clerk explained that the cost related to advertising the AGM (a public open meeting) in the Galloway News.  The meeting asked if that was necessary, and would the web page not suffice.  The Clerk said he preferred the press as well in order to comply with Statute. 

The Accounts were approved for presentation to the AGM and signed by the Chairman.
5. 
Revaluation

The Clerk explained that to give legitimacy to the raising of a levy, it is essential that a revaluation be carried out.  In the event the Assessor has fixed the same rateable values for all beats as applied at the 2017 revaluation.  It is up to individual proprietors or tenants if they wish to appeal their assessment.  The Clerk was not aware of any changed circumstances on the river that might give rise to appeals. 
6. 
Flood Damage 

There did not appear to be any public grant aid for repair of riverbanks following the recent high flood, but no assessments had been carried out.  Members were asked to inspect, record, photograph and report to G.F.T. such damage as required repair in the hope that G.F.T. could find funding.
7.
AGM Arrangements

The Clerk reminded the Board that this year a Triennial election from the Qualified Proprietors is due.  It was agreed that for the size of the river, the number of proprietors, the interest shown it would be pragmatic to concentrate the process into one evening of events.  After discussion it was agreed that on 17th April the Clerk would call a


7.00pm

Meeting of Qualified Proprietors for the purposes of 



nominations to the Board.
7.15pm

Meeting of the Board for inter alia the appointment of 


Office Bearers and co-options to the Board.
7.45pm

AGM (Otherwise the Public General Meeting)

8.
Galloway Fisheries Trust

No report.
9.
Any other Competent Business
(a) The Clerk tabled a summary of the 2022 catches which revealed 21 salmon, 19 grilse and 22 sea trout caught almost all on the association waters.  963 days of fishing effort had been declared.  5 beats had not submitted a return. 
Joe Seed advised that for 3 outings he had caught 1 4lb salmon at Little Park.  The Clerk undertook to revise the catch statistics.

(b) The Chairman referred to an email correspondence from Martin Emkes concerning ownership of the town fishings in the Dalbeattie Burn.  In the past Dumfries and Galloway Council had denied ownership of these fishings which were known to have been owned by the Maxwells.  As a result and with no objection from the late George Emkes, who was a member of the Board at the time, these fishings were attributed by the Board and the Assessor to Munches.  Although there are separate assessments for fishings in the Dalbeattie Burn, the assessments are so low that it is not cost effective to raise levies.  The Board had agreed not to collect those levies, including that for the town water.                                                       Presumably as a result of the registration of the Munches Title in his name, Martin Emkes has become aware that he does not own and should not be assessed on the town water.  Mr Emkes has been advised that the Title may be held by Shepherd and Wedderburn (Nominees) Ltd as the result of a “tidy up” conveyance when the Maxwells disposed of the Munches Estate.  The cost of investigating and searching the Maxwell Titles, could be very substantial.  The Clerk advised the Board to let the matter lie.  The Board agreed that the Chairman could make a preliminary enquiry to Shepherd and Wedderburn but without incurring cost. 

(c) Jamie Biggar advised that the ownership of Spottes had changed to Deborah Macfarlane, a US citizen, who is represented locally by Yvonne Forsyth at Crawfordton House, Moniaive. 

10.
Date of next meeting

17th April 2023 (see Item 7)
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.07pm. 
